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A FAST, ſanctified by the Cotigregationgls. 
Church and Society there, under Bereavement. 
of their Paſtor, 


(ene at che Deſire of many of faid Soc) 


By Jauxs CnanDLER, A *. 


Paſtor of the Weſt Church in e. 
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1 will give you Paſtors e to mine Heart which ſhall 7 
feed Jou with e and with Underſtanding,” - - Ml 
JER. 3. 18. 


Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harrell; that he will. 
ſend _ Laborers into his Harveſt. Ma: r. 8 125 : 
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Ln & the Goſpel Gifts of the 
. LO to his Churches, Ke. 


; eee 
Ehiltle to » PHILEMON 22 vcr. 


_ truſt that through yo ur Tron 4 
ball be given unto We | 


"FAINT Paul, who wrote theſe 4 
to Philemon, and to the church which 
was in his houſe, was a miniſter—qgq 
I apoſtle of. Jeſus Chrift, who if he 
* were given to * would havecome ||| 
to honed in the fullneſs of the blefſmg of the goſpel 1Þ 
of Chrifl. This being attended to, the word. of "YU 
God which I have now read to you leads us 49 | 
obſerve, . = | 
That miniftere of the goſpel are aifie whlah 
the LORD gives to his churches... And That 
his people are to wait on him in all the ways 
which he preſcribes to them, particularly, uy 
prayer for theſe gifts. 4 
Let it be obſerved, in the firft place; 5 mini- 
ers of the roſpel are gifts of the LOAD: to bis 
church to particular churches: Thi j 
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Miniſter, of the Goſpel, 1 5 


This obſervation will be illuſtrated, if we con- 
ſider the miniſtry of the word to de af divine 
inſtitution that ſuch a miniſtry is. a rich gift to 
the churches, and then, view the gift itſelf, take 
notice of the character of a good winter of 
en. 40 
That a gpelLmin iftry i is 7 divine 1 ic 
fr/tly to be obſerved. 8 
In all ages of the church, God has ſent his 
ſervants to his people, to ſpeak his words—to be 
his embaſſadors to them. Under the old-teſta- 
ment, he appointed My/es and the Prophets to be 
maſter-builders, to lay the foundation; and for N 
ordinary miniſters, Prigſt, whoſe lips were to keep | 
knowledge, and the people were to ſec the law at 
their mouths, they being the . of the 
Lord of Hoſts". 
And that the goſpel-day might coin, the fun 
j of righteouſneſs aroſe unto the church. God raiſed 
d his ſon Jeſus, a prophet lite unto Mqaſes, and 
greater than Moſes. whom we ſhould hear, in all 
things, whatſoever he ſaith unto us. The great 
1 alwation began to be ſpoken by the Lord. And 
when he had finiſhed his perſonal miniſtry om this 
cearth, he commiſſioned his diſciples to be his apoſ- 
les, to go into all the world, and preach the 7 2 
'- To every creatures: He made them extraordinary 
' miniſters in his church: ſuch as the then ſtate of 
the church required. By the miniſtry of the 
'* apoſtles and evangeliſts, we have the goſpel—the 
new-teſtament, that ſure word of cur ſalvation. 
And the Lord thought fit that there ſhould be 


a miniſtry in his church, to the end of the world : 
| That 


[TY *-w ak. . ne 1 
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That elders cal be nas in every churclr. 


cauſe and —— to perſuade men to give unto 


time, they are the Lord's meſſengers of peace 72 


may appear in a clear light, if we conſider— The 


1 i 1 the Lord to bi Churches 8 E. 


2 


When he aſcended up on high, he gave gifts unto 
"men gave ſome, apoſtles : and ſome, prophets : 
and ſome, evangeli/ts : and ſome, paſtors and teach- 
ers ; for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work 
of the miniftry, for the edifying of. the body of | 
Chriſte, There is, moreover, the word of the || 
Lord to his miniſters, ditecting and encouraging 
them in their work: And his word to his peo- {| 
ple, bidding them to know them who are over || 
them in the Lord, and admoniſh them; and to geen 
them very highly in love for their work's Jakes. bi 
Thus, it is evident that a goſpel. miniſtry is an 
inſtitution of the Lord. 

2. This miniſtry is a free and rich gi ift of God 
to his church. 

_ Miniſters of the goſpel are the Lord's ambaf⸗ 
4 bound, by all bonds, to be faithful to his 


God, the things which are God's. At the ſame 


ſalvation to men: The Lord ſends them » ts 

unto their brethren the way. of ſalvation. 'Tis 
of his love and grace that he does this: Such a 
miniſtry is a rich gift of his to his churches. This 


need Chriſt's ſheep are in of a goſpel- miniſtry— 
and what the end and deſign of this gift is, what 
is, ey divine grace, the fruit of a good 
min Obſerve then, 

* #8 The need Chriſt's ſheep have of a goſpel 
miniſtry. When he came into this world, he 
faid—He v was come to ſeck and to Jave that which 
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222 * the Goſpel, 


i Hi. tn theſe words he gives 2 deſcription of = 
Fallen man. We are oft: are finners without 


Freng 2h Not only lay under a great load of 


guilt, which we have no righteouſneſs. of our 


own to remove ; but our minds are. blind; and 


all the faculties of our ſouls viciated: We are 


even dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Wherefore, 
though God has provided a way 4 


ſalvation for 
ſinners of mankind, yet the — of this ſalvation 
muſt be opened to them, by the preaching of the 
golpel. For, (as the apoſtle Paul argues, Ram. 
10. 14.) How ſhall they call on him, in whom 


| they have not believed 1 and bow ſhall they be» 
lieve in him, of whom they have not heard ? and 


how ſhall they hear without a preacher 2 We 
may ſec the force of this arguing, by vie wing the 
Pealhens, who never heard of a Saviour—are 
without Chriſt | in the world; and are worſhippers 
of dumb idols, are taken captive by the devil at 
bis will. And what if the word of God had 
never becn miniſtred to us, by Moſes and the 
rophets, by. Chriſt and his = '—We alſo 
Pad then been we!/lDo2ut God, and without Chrift 
in the world, and conſequently, without Hope. 
And in 2 land of light, where we have bibles, 
how much do we need a good miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to preach the goſpel to us? There are, 
without doubt, in all our congregations, unrege- 
nerate nnners, — ſinners that muſt repent or per ij h 
— muſt be born again, or they canndt ſee the king- 
dem of God m: Some of them are hardened, ſecure 
ſinners: Some are pure in their own cycs, though 
; : the y 
| 3 Eph. 1 1 Luke Lag: dof 
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4 Luke 19. 10. 
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Gifts of the Lord 70 his Churches, &c. 9 


they are not waſhed from their filthineſs: And 
fome of them, it may be, are deſpairing, and mur- 
'muring, as as if there was no door of falyation open 


to them. Theſe are all of them in danger of 


miſſing the narrow way to life, even though they 
ſhould be awaked to ſome concern about their 


own ſalvation ; eſpecially in this day, when there 
is ſo much falſe religion. 
Theſe ſinners want a good goſpel miniſtry: 


and ſuch a miniſtry is inſtituted tor their conver- 


ſion and falvation. 


And real chriſtians have a warfare—a race to 


Tun, in which they will have need of the belt 
means to help them. They ſlumber, wander 
from the Lord; are buffetted, tempted, and ſome- 
times are weak and ready to faint : They know 
not what to do, and want the miniſtry of the 
word to wake them, to reduce, to guide, to ſanc- 
tify, and to comfort them. 
However light any make of the goſpel miniſtry, 

when they are in health and proſperity, yet, in a 

trying hour, particularly in their ſpiritual trou- 


bles, men will feel their need of a good miniſter 


of Jeſus Chriſt, to comfort them with the conſola- 
tions of G od. 


The conſideration of our nal of the miniſtry 


| of the word, leads us to acknowledge ſuch a 
miniſtry to be a rich gift of God. One way 


of cſtimating a gilt, is bs the need we ſtand in 
of it—the pitcous caſe we muſt have remained 


in, if the gift had not been given to us. And 
this r, eee, leads us to obſerve further, that 
we are unworthy of a ooſpel-miniſtty : Tis ſin that 


| makes | it o much aceded; and that fin delerves 
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obſerve the fruit and ect of it. 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


God's wrath. When therefore our pitcous caſe 
is the caſe of guilty ſinners, it is free grace in God 
to ſend to us ambaſſadors with words of peace 
and reconciliation : Hercin it appears that God $ 
thoughts and ways are above ours, as heaven 10 


Higher than the earth. 
T hat we may the more clearly diſcern the 


richneſs of God's gift of a goſpel-miniſtry, we 


may obſerve, 
2. The end of this miniſtry ; and what the 


Fruit aud effect of a good miniſtry is, through 
God's grace. 


We are told for what end miniſters are "JEN to 


preach the word to ſinners ; even, 10 0 c their 


exes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 


from the power of ſatan unto God, that they may 


receive forgiveneſs of fins, and mheritance among 


them which are ſand! fied by faith which us in Je- 


fus Chrift. Acts 26. 18. 


And to real chriſtians minions: are ſent to be 


helpers of their joy". The Lord bids them feed his 
ſheep and his lambs'—feed them with knowledge 
and under fland:ng—grve to every one his portion of 


the word, in due ſeaſan. He bids them preach 


the word—that word of God, by which, of his 
own will, he begets his elec. . ſhort, they are 
appointed to be workers together with God n- 


ſtruments in the converſion of ſinners, and the 


edification of the nts. 


Is it not a rich gift of Cod to his churches,to 


ſend his miniſters to 3 for this end? 


And that this is the de/;znof the gol] fel-miniſtry,. 
Though 


®.\2 Cor. 1. 24. ® John 21 Chap, ? Luke 12. a2.4, 


Gifts of: the Lord to his Churches, &c. 11 
Though miniſters have no ſelf-ſuffici iciency to 


convert men, and to build them up in faith, yet 
when they plant and water, God, of his grace 
giveth the increaſe : He is wont to bleſs his word 
which they preach—to make it effectual to the 
ele for their ſalvation. 
It muſt be granted, that good miniſters of 

fus Chriſt have not that ſucceſs—that meaſur of 
ſucceſs which is to be deſired : It is to be lament- 
ed, that there are hypocrites, many hardened ſin- 
ners, under a' good miniſtry, But to others they 
are the ſavor of hfe unto life*, inſtruments of their 
converſion and ſalvation ; the ſpirit of God mak- 
Inge preaching of the word thus eff: Qual. There 

2 foundation for this concluſion that faithful 
miniſters of the goſpel are inſtrumental in win- 
ning ſouls to Chriſt, and in the edification of 
faints: Under ſuch a miniſtry ſons and daughters 
are born to God, and the 5 ſt-born of the poor 
feed, churches walk in the faith and order of 
the gofpel. Whereas, were it not for the mini- 
ſtry of the goſpel, it is likely that even the form 
of religion would ſoon be loſt.— Thus chriſfians 
are led to prize the miniſtry of the word as a rich 
gift of their aſcended Lord. 
We may ſee this point further illuſtrated adit; 
3. In the third place we take a view of this 
-gift of the Lord to his church—attend: ta the 
character of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The churches mult do this, both that they may 
know whom to regard as meſſengers of the Lord 
to them, and that they may duly eſteem this gift 
of their Lord. This treaſure is in cartben veſſels: 
B.2 Miniſters 


. -- - ©. 2 Cor. : 
* * * 
« 7 " * 1 1 *. 
Tr — IE 4h — * 
. 5 — — — 
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| Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


Miniſters of the goſpel are menen lile 

paſſions with their brethren. Yet they are men 
' _whomGod qualifies for the office, in ſuch a mea- 
ſire, that their miniſtry tends to anſwer the end 
for which they are given.—We may ſee ſome- 
thing of their character in the particulars chat n now 
| follow. 
1. A miniſter of the goſpel ; is 05 bly, à true 
diſciple of Chrift. 
What king will truſt chat man as 1 ambaſſa- 
dor to negociate his moſt weighty matters, whom 
1 he knows to be his enemy, not cordial to his in- 


12 


tereſt ?—But what ſaith the ſcripture in this cage? 


Our Lord aſked Peter faying—Simon fow of 
Jonas loveft thou me more than theſe ? And upon 
his anſwering in the affirmative, he ſaid to him 
feed my ſheep—feed my lambs*. And the apoſtle 
Paul wrote that a bi/hop ſhould be baneleſi—s 

lover off good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate”, that 
he ſhould be an example to the Belie wers, in word, 
an converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
| ferity”, Here ſeems to be the character or deſ- 
cription of a man who loves the Lord JejusChrif 

in fincerity. I may add, that doing the work of 
the miniſtry, requires the exerciſe of grace. A mi- 
niſter of the goſpel ſhould therefore be a man en- 
riched with the grace of God.— But how ſhall 
the churches know that a man is a ſine Not 
by any of thoſe marks which enthuſiaſm has in- 
RL which have iometimes been in vogue 
with ſome people. But by a profeſſion of chri- 
ſtlanity a profeſſion of faith and repentance ; and 
by a life and converſation agreeing with this pro- 


E ; feſſion, 
t John 21. 15. 16, Tit. 2.8,  * 12. 


Gifts of the Lord to his Churches, &c. 13 


feſſion, and which gives. credit: to it. By their 


fruits ye ſhall know then. 
2. A miniſter, of the goſpel muſt have gifts 
qualifying bim to be a teacher of others. 

A man's being a ſound believer don't make 
him a miniſter: That alone don't make him fir 


to be a miniſter of the word. No. The a poſtle 


Paul has twice 7 written, that a miniſter js. the 
goſpel muſt be apt to teach. The work of the 
miniſtry is ſuch as makes this neceſſary, though 
a 2 miniſter who is in the lower claſs as to it, 
may by diligence and fidelity in his work be "uſe 
ful. 

It is very deſirable that a miniſter be a man of 
4 learned education. There is need of this on 
ſeveral accounts. And they who ſpcak againſt 
it, may,almoſt as well, 3 againſt reaſon HAS 
for learning ſerves to open the underſtanding-— 
to enlarge the mind: And they who decry learn- 
ing as not needful, not uſeful, for a miniſter of 


the goſpel, have 15 deſign 8 not agree- 


ing with truth and holineſs. But it is not enough 
that a miniſter be a man of ingenuity and Jeara- 
ing. It is too evident, that ſome ſach men have 


erred from the truth, and employed their ſuperiot 1 


.talents to pervert the goſpel; yea, even againſt 
revelation itſelf. Therefore, . 
3. A miniſter of the goſpel muſt be ſound 3 in 
the Faith—mult know — preach the truth as it 
25 in Jeſus. 

Tis by found doftrine that be mult be able both 
to convince and exhort gainjayer* : He. mult 
«preach the word—the word of God—that 3 incor- 


2 
2 Matt. 7. 16. 7 1 Tim, 3. 2. 2 Tin. 2. a4. 


ruptible 
A lit. I. 9. 4 
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ryptible . which liveth, and abideth for ever; 
and not the chaff of his own inventions. But we 
may not hence conclude, that every good miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt is exactly of the fame opinion, 
and that they all ſpeak the fame things in lefler 


| Matters. No. Such miniſters don't pretend to 
in fallibility to perfection in knowledge. 


Their buſineſs is, to build upon the Jess 
which Chriſt and his apoſtles have laid, to preach 
the written word: And they humbly confeſs that 
they know but in part, and propheſy but in part; 
and they wait on theLord for more pertect. know- | 


' Iedge of the truth. 


Yer there are foundation-truths of the goſpel, 
in which, it may be expected that, all colpelaÞ 
niſters will agree: Such as (to inſtance in two or 
three) the fallen ſtate 6 mankind : Not only that 
we are all gone out of the way by actual Fink. 


greſſions of God's law, but that, as fallen in Adam“, 


we are natively dead in treſpaſſes and fins, ſo that 
we muſt be born agam, or we cannot ſee the king- 


dem of God; born from above, for the ſons of 


God are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 


fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God® :—That 


being thus finners, we are guilty before God, 


under his wrath and curſe; and that we cannot 


be juſtified in his fight by the deeds of the lau 
for our own worthineſs or works*.——That tho”. 
we are thus ſel Edeſtroyed, yet our Help is in the 
Lord: God has given his fon Jeſus Chriſt to be 
the redeemer of Joſt finners. We maſt all preach 
Chrift, the way, the truth and the life ; the only 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby 


Rom. a Joha z. 12. © Rom, 2d Chap. 


Gifts of the Lord to his Churches,&c. 19 


wwe muſt be ſaved? —Preach Chriſt in bis perſon, 
offices and benefits. It may be expected of all 


goſpel-miniſters, that they will preach faith in 


Thr ½, as that by which a man is fo united to 
him, as to partake of his righteouſneſs unto juſſi- 
fication, and of his ſpirit to ſanctification by them: 
That they preach repentance and remiſſion of fins 


in the name of Chriſt : That they preach the ne- 


celſity of the effeftual influences of the divine ſpirit 


on the hearts of ſinners, to begin, to carry on, 
and to perfect a work of grace in them; and the 


encouragement that is given them in the goſpd, 


to cry to God for this work of his power and 
grace in them. The/e are ſome of the things in- 
cluded in ſound doctriue. In ſhort, all the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel may be expected to agree in 
_ preaching that doctrine which leads ſinners to ſee 
their periſhing need of a faviour, and which en- 
courages. them to flee for refuge to lay held on the 
Hope which is ſet before them in the goſpel. 


4. A miniſter of the goſpel muſt be cola 1 


JSolenmly ſeperated to the ſacred work. 
Previous to this, he is to be proved, that his 
viſible chriſtianity, his aptneſs to teach, and his 
ſoundneſs in the faith may be knewn to them 
who are concerned in his call. But to complear 
his character, he muſt be called by, not ſpoſed 
upon a people ; and ſolemnly ſeperated to the 
work, by faſting and prayer, with the laying on ef | 
the hands of the presbytery*. 

They who are thus qualified, called, and or- 

dained, are to be regarded as miniſters of rhe 
| goſpel. 2 
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16 Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


The Lord himſelf and not man thus qualifies 
his miniſters for their work. By his grace, ſays 
the apoſtle Paul, 1 um what T am. The gifts of 
nature, providence, and grace, are all of chem his 

ilts. 
, 6055 er, by his gracious providence, he leads 
his people into the way of means to obtain the 


gift Ir a ally! miniſter ; and of his love and grace 


he gives fluch gifts to his churches. 
But he who giveth theſe gifts to his churches 


A be enquired of by them to do it FIT, them. 


Therefore let us conſider, 

Secondly, That God's people are to wait on 
him in all the ways which he preſcribes to them, 
particularly by prayer, for the good gifts of goſpel- 
miniſters. | 

T1 tr uft that through your prayers, I ſhall be gi- 

en unto you, ſays the apoſtle, in my text. It is 
obſcrvable, throughout the ſacred ſcripture, that 
though God's promiſes are free Are yea, and 
ek in Chit Jeſus, to his own glory and prai/e, 
yet, he will have his people to feek to him Wait 
on him in all the ways of his inſtitution, for the 
promiſed mercy. Thus, when he promiſes, firſt 
to give the new heart, and then, to add temporal 
ſalvation; to do this ns? for hes people s worthineſs, 
bat for his own name's jake, he ſaith, I will yet 
For this be 77% pohly of by the houſe of Iſrael to do it 
for them. * So Hod ha wied to give his people 
paſtors ac * to his heart, yet our Saviour ſays 
— Pray ze the Lord of the har vit, that he 4 — 
fend forth laboress into his harveſt, And does not 


rcalon itlelf Eictate thus much 7 For, ate goſpel- 
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miniſters God's gifts? Does he give gifts and grace 
to them, to qualify them for the work? Is it by 
his providence, that this miniſter is placed in this 
church, and that miniſter in that church ? Then 
God's people who are in want of ſuch a gift, are 
to acknowledge their dependence upon him for 
it; and to wait on him, particularly, by prayer, 
for this gift to be beſtowed on them. This, I 
underſtand to be a part of our errand to the throne 
of grace to-day : And your ſanctifying this faſt, 
under your preſent circumſtances, is agreeable to 
the revealed will of God. But chriſtians muſt 
not content themſelves with aſking once, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner. They muſt ſeek till they 
find till God gives them the needed gift: 
Seek it, in their families, and in their cloſets, as 
well as in public with the congregation of God's 
people. Kt 5 1 
Vea, when they have obtained the gift of a 
good miniſter, they ſhould pray God to be with 
him, and to grant him grace ſufficient for him. 
Their miniſter will be that to them which the 
Lord maketh him to be. But let us not think 
to be heard merely for our much ſpeaking. And 
we muſt watchfully avoid every thing that would 
hinder our prayers. ' | 
There are ſeveral things neceſſary to acceptable 
prayer. As, : 
1. It muſt be the prayer of the upright. If any 
one draws near ta God with his mouth, and honors 
him with his lips, while his heart is far from him, 
he mocks God, and does not really wait on him 


for a bleſſing. 


8 „ 
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Such w thin? is an abomination to the ins 


is not the prayer that he will A reſpect to, and 


graciouſly anſwer. 


They who would. aſk and receiugs muſt come 


to God penitently, come in uprighinels, and aſk 
needed merey - merey which they. tecl their need 
of, and in their prayers Pour out the deſire of their 
| ſouls to Gad. 


2. The prayer. which God accepts, and will 


give a gracious anſwer to, mult be 2% prayer of 


faith. Without faith it is impoſſible to PleaſeGod ; 
for he that cometh to him, muſt beheve that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder . them that dalzgently 
ee hint 

When therefore we come to God for any of 


his good gifts, we ſhould come, believing that he 


has the gift to beſto w- believing his power and 


BY: and make our prayer to him, and truſt in 


him for an anſwer of peace, o for our wort hi- 
neſs, but for his name's ſake; for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt the mediator. 

3. It ſhould be je vent prayer. 'Tis the efeftual 
(in t prayer of the righteous man that availeth 
much'. And if people are ſenſible of their need 

of the mercy which theyaſk of God ſenſible 
for inſtance, of their of a good miniſter of 
Jeſus Chrift, — they duly prize the gift, and re- 
alize that it is a 210 2 God which they can't hope 
to obtain, but of his grace; this will Icad them 
to aſs humbly—to cry mightily to him for it. 
And to encourage ſuch prayer, God has ſaid— he 
oy 3 tie prayer of the defiitule, and will not 
efprje their pruserk. 
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But there is ſomething elſe to be done by a peo: 
ple, beſide their praying to God, to give them 4 
good miniſter of the goſpel, as they would hope 
to obtainthis gift! . 

Something they muſt turn from and guoid,as they 
would not hinder their prayers. © 

1. More generally, they muſt ſee to this 
that they turn from their fins unto God, in truth 
and with all their hearts. Tf I regard miquity 
in my heart (ſays David) the Lord will not hear 
mer. Tis an awful conſideration to be propoſed 
to ſinners: that tho' they come before God with 
his people, —come, in the moſt ſolemn way of 
faſting and prayer, and come to aſk the moſt 
needed mercy ; yet, as they come and go away 
enemies of God, their prayer is not accepted. 
Were this to be ſuppoſed the caſe with this con 
gregation to day, this would then be 4 day of 
provocation, inſtead of a day of truly waiting on 
God. It is not to be ſuppoſed of the congrega- 
tion; however there may be reaſon to fear that 
it is true of ſome that preſent themſelves here be- 
fore the Lord, with his people. | — 
2. A people that would, by prayer to God, 
obtain the gift of a good miniſter of the word, 
muſt particularly beware of carnal! ends in ſeeking 
a man to be ſet over them. To ſome it is faid— 
Ye aſk and receive not, becauſe ye alk amiſs, that ye 
may conſume it upon your lujts*. This is applicable 
to ſuch. if any ſuch there be, as aſk of God the 
gift of a minilter to ſtrengthen ther party, againſt 
another part of their fellow chriitians : tis appli- 
cable to ſuch as deſire à miniſter to promote 
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their worldly glory to be a credit to them 28 2 
. polite and ingenious gentleman ; while they care 


not whether he preaches the goſpel to them in its 
purity or not. They who would truly wait on 


God for the rich gift of goſpel- miniſter muſt be- | 


8 


ware of ſuch, and of all falſe ends, and muſt de- 
fire ſuch a miniſter as the goſpel deſcribes ; and 


deſire from the heart the benefit that ſuch mini- 
ſters are given to be inſtruments of to the people. 


Thus, chriſtians who are ſeeking to God for a 
miniſter of the goſpel, arc to look that there be 
no {in in them, to oe between their God and 


them, and to keep the good gift from them; they 


ſhould particularly beware of baſe ſiniſter ends in 
ſeeking a_miniſter. 

And their duty is not all of it negative. There 
is ſomething which they muſt be act ive in. As, 


* 1. They ſhould unitedly riſe up to wait on God 


fer fo rich a gift. Miniſters of the goſpel are mi- 
niſters to the whole flocks. over which the holy 


ghet makes them over/eers'. All the people want 


a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. And when they 
are as ſheep without a ſhepherd, they ſhould, 


with one mind and heart, riſe up to ſeek by pray- 
er and all ways ſuitable to the end, a paſtor after 


God's heart, and ſtrengthen the hands of each 


other in this good work. He that will then 
canſe diviſions, and put blocks in the way, to 


Einder the ſociety's obtaining a good goſpel- 
miniſter, is unworthy to be numbred with the 
church or ſociety which he claims the privilege 
of being a member of.— Only here obſerve, that 
two cannot walk tegether except they be agreed : 


And 
Ad; 20. 18. 1 | 
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And ſo, it can't be expected that a ſociety will 
agree in the choice of a miniſter, if they are not 
agreed in the doctrines in the religion of the 
goſpel. This is therefore what may be properly 
enquired into - hether they are of one mind with 
reſpect to religion itſelf, and the character of the 
man whom they would have to preach to them 
the religion of the goſpel. And if they can't 


agree in this, they had better part a/under, than 


pretend to unite in that, in which they are fo 
diſunited'. = 


2. A people that want, and are united in their 


deſire of a goſpel-miniſter, are to look out for, to 


ſeek ſuch a gift of God. Being deſtitute, it is 


their buſineſs to ſeek a ſupply. If they have 


knowledge of candidates who have the ' appear- 
ance of ſuitable ones for them, they may proceed 
to the trial of one or more of them; without 
enquiring. of others. If they don't know any 
ſuch candidates, it is fit they ſhould enquire after 
3 | 1.3 
This is not deſigned to encourage - to give the leaſt counte- 
nance to, the ſeperations which are now ſo. common in this 


land. The author knows teo much of the weakneſs and 


_ wickedneſs of ſome of them, to mean any ſuch thing. 
Neither is it meant to ſuppoſe, that there is occafion for ſuch a 
dilunion.1n this church, or to encourage it. But rather it 
was tho't, that the mention of the thing would be fo alarm- 
ing, as to perſuade the chriſtians here, to watch againſt ſtrifes 
and diviſtons : to give up every thing but their conſciences 
—every thing but the truth and cauſe of the Lord, for the 
ſake of peace and unity, | 
Yet when truth —necettary truth - proper means of converſion 
and edification, are what is contended for, this is tos tender 
a caſe to be determined by a majority of votes. ſo as to bind 
the whole fociety, And he whois acquainted with the con- 
troverſtes that have been, and that do now ſubſiſt in ſome 
churches ; will, perhaps, think the Sermon unexceptionable 


in this point, where a ſociety is capable of exiſting as tees dif= B 
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them, PRO wall of whom they enquire, and 
what information they get. And when they in- 
vite the man to preach to them as a probationer, 
they ſhould make a proper trial of him :—Not 
take any man upon truſt, as we ſay, not lay hands 
ſuddenly upon any man ; but be fatisfied with 
reſpect to his qualifications for the miniſtry, - be- 
— they call him to take the overſight of them, 
and ſubmit themſelves to bim as their paſtor. 
When they have thus proved him and are fatisfi- 
ed, tis their part, to call him to office, and to en- 
courage his acceptance of their call, and there- 
upon to /ee that he be ſeperated to the ſervice of 
the goſpel among them, according to divine inſti- 
tution. 

I ſhall here only add=—That W thus ob⸗ 
ind of the 1862 the rich gift of a miniſter of 
the goſpel, they are ſtill to pray to God for him, 
are to firengthen his hands and encourage his 
heart in his work, all that they can: And it in- 
finitely concerns thern to receive the word of God 
which he miniſters to them into good and Hongſt 
hearts, to be doers of it. 

What I have now further to do, 1s to apply 
what you have heard. 

I ſhall do this, in an addreſs to the church of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſ}, and the congregation of his 
people, who uſually worſhip God in this houſe ; 
who are now a bereaved flock, in want of a mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, to break the bread of life 
unto them. | 
Brethren, your conduct in ſanctifying this day 
as a faſt, under your circumſtance, is to be ap- 
proved (a J have {meer before). The death of 
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4 miniſter of the goſpel Judah a people of 


the occaſion they have to humble en bes 
fore God: On this account, among others, be- 
cauſe they have been no more thankful for, and 
fruitful under the means of grace which God 
has given them to enjoy. You have occaſion, 
under this bereavement, to remember mercy, as 
well as judgment. Your late paſtor”, whomGod 
gave to you, at your incorporation into à religi- 
ous ſociety, was continued to you, and aſſiſted in 
the ſacred. work, a great while more than forty 
years. A long life for a miniſter! And yet his 
age was not ſo great, but, if the will of God had 
been ſo, he might have ſerved you in the work of 
the miniſtry, for years to come. This ſhould 
lead you to enquire—wherefore God ſo contend- 
eth with you; and to look—that ſuch a diſpen- 
fation of God's hom providence be not loſt upon 
oo 2 10 
And now, being as ſheep without a ſhepherd; 


God is calling you to a work, new to wal of | 
you—A work of no little importance to you, to 


your children, and to the intereſt of religion a> 
mong you: I mean, the calling and ſetling 'ano- 
ther goſpel-miniſter. For, blefled be God! tho 
you are bereaved, the goſpel is not taken away 
from you. And there is hope that you may ob- 
tain another good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt,to feed 
you and your children wich the food of the word. 

Paſtors and teachers are gifts which the Lord 


beſtows on his churches. And by his providence | 
this land has yet ſome candidates of whom there. 
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is hope that they will ſerve churches in the work 5 
of the miniſtry ſkilfully and faithfully. Such an 


one you want ; and ſuch it is your wiſdom and 
duty to ſeek. And what you have now heard, 
may ſuggeſt to you ſome rules of procedure in 
this weighty matter. 

It leads you to be humble, as thoſe who need 


the gift, and are dependent on the ſovereign plea- 


ſure on the grace of God for it. 
Some people, when they go about this work, 
f ppoſed to be too ſelf-confident : They 
ſeem to think they can have, almoſt, whom they 
will. —You have as much reaſon to think ſo, as 


moſt congregations have. And, without doubr 


you may obtain almoſt any one of thoſe preach- 


ers who take the office for filthy lucre—who care 


more for their own living in the world, than 
they do for Chriſt's ſheep. But you will do well 


to ant you are as dependent on the 


Lord for a good miniſter, as the leaſt and pooreſt 


| congregations are. 
Let this thought then fink down into your 


hearts—That the goſpel-miniſter which you want, 
is the Lord's gift—his free gift which you have 
no worthineſs of can't claim it of debt, nor 
buy it at a price. 
Yer know, Lou may know it 60 what you 


have now heard, that this very gift is what the 
great head of the church delights to give to his 


churches. 
Therefore, pray to him for i. Tt je through 
our prayer in anſwer to prayer, that you are 
to look and hope for this rich gift. Betake you- 
| ſelves then to :hs Lord, as your refuge in _ your 
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And that you may aſk and receive, O look to 
this— that there be no ſin to ſeperate between 
God and you, and to keep the good gift 
from you. And in order to ſincerity and 
fervency in your prayer to God for a good mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, think of your need of ſuch 

à gift: How you want to be inſtructed and 
eee and comforted in the way to heaven — 
want the food of the word, a portion of it in 
due ſeaſon, in every caſe and condition Think 
how dangerous it will be to you, to have a blind 
guide, a worldly- minded ſhepherd. And further 
conſider, that after all that you can do yourſelves, 
you may fail of a paſtor after God's heart. And 
let ſuch conſiderations perſuade you to cry migh- 
'tily to the Lord to undertake for you, to guide 
— ſucceed you in this affair. 

You are alſo to behold with a believing eye 
the free and rich Grace of God in providing a 
way of ſalvation for loſt man, and in ſending his 
e to ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation, 
his expreſs promiſe to give to his church paſtors 
_ according to his heart. And hence let your 
prayer be the prayer of faith ; hope in the mer- 
cy, the grace, and in the faithfulneſs of God, for 
the good gift of a goſpel-miniſter. You may 
all of you—all that fear God, contribute, his 
way, towards the obtaining of a good miniſter : | 
The women, who may not ſpeak in the church, 
may yet, in their cloſets, ſpeak to the Lord in 
prayer, begging of him, to ſet a man over this 
congregation, who ſhall break the bread of life 
unto them: The youth allo, if there be any young 
ones in this place that. love the Lord Jeſus Ohrid, : 
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may go to him and plead with him, how try 
want a ſpiritual 8 and beg of him, to ie 
them one that ſhall be ſkilful and faithful. 

God will not ſhut his cars againft the pra 
of them who call on him in truth. It will ben 
token for good to you, if you have a ſpirit of 
prayer poured upon you—if you are found * 
ling with the Lord for a bleſſing. 

And, .O that you may be. united in proper 
means to obtain the gift of a miniſter of the 
goſpel ! Behold how good and how pleaſant this 
unity will be! And why ſhould not al who have 
any ſerious thoughts . the chriſtian religion be 
united in ſeeking the ſame goſpel-miniſter? Will 
not all of them deſire to have the goſpel preached 
to them in its purity and ſimplicity? Will they 
not all deſire a man to be ſet. over them, who. 
loves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity? Unite 
then, my brethren, in ſeeking a good miniſter of 
jeſus Chriſt, and let not any. party-zeal, any baſe 
end hinder your union. 

You will not anyof you be ſatisfied with a man 
ad your miniſter, merely becauſe he is a man of 

earoing, an eloquent orator, a polite gentleman, 

nad 4 2 good family: For however deſireable it 
may be to you, to have a man of all theſe qualities, 
vet, you know that they are not enough to make 
ip the character of a minflter of the goſpel. You 
will therefore look that the man be alſo. ſound in 
ine faith. By ſoundneſs in the faith, I mean goſ- 
pd- doctrine the truth as it is in 228 — [ 
may add —agreeableneſs in the main, with the 
confeſſions of the faith of proteſtant churches 
tho: of them which are generally known — 
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us. For that theſs confeſſions are, main!y, ard 
with ſome exceptions, forms of found v ords, a- 
greeing with the ſacred ſcriptures, the moſt pious 
and learned divines of many ages have ſufficiently | 
proved: And you will how! reaſon to refuſe * 3 


candidate that laughs at thema. gw” 
„ But 


The occaſion of doch a teſlimony aud warning is /- Our 

gage produces a generation of men who like not the faith on 

which the * _ church was founded, and has ſtood hi- 
therto. Some of them are men of Powers, and draw away 
diſciples after them. 

But they have not been able yet, to obtain a general rejection of 
the religion of our fathers, and the ſetting up of their own 
ſcheme, in the room of it, in theſe churches, Yea, but few of 
them dare openly and directly to attempt it: But they are 

 labouring for it artſully ſeveral ways. 

One way is by teſtifying againſt creeds, conf: Mens of faith, 
and every thing of that ſort : —Plcading that they are ſet up 
in competition with, and as of, even more value. than, the 
inſpired ſcriptures, Whereas, they know that the church + 
meaneth not ſo.— It is the doctrines confeſſed, and not merely 
the uſing of confeſſi ions. that their aim is againſt. There is 

chis evidence of it they ſome years ago ſent abroad the 
| aſſembly's catechiſm, which is in uie among us, ſheared and 

7 | patched to make it agreeable to Dr. Taylor's ſcheme, with a 

f preface recommending the uſe of eatechiſms, only addihg that 

they mult be according to truth ; for which reaſon they had 

3 made the alteration, This catechifn.. like a wandring ſt: n, 

. ſtrangely appeared among us, and as ſtrange ely withdrew it- 
ſelf out of our ſight. 

Another of their artifices to get rid of the doQrines which the 
church has long tho't to be doctrines of the gotpel—necefT: ary 
articles of faith is— to repreſent them as matters of contro- 
verſy, and ſo, of indifference in religion. And if they can 
find, in theſe confeſſions, or in any of the writings of the or- 
thodox, an error or flip, they harp upon that icing, as if they 
had gatten that which invalidates the whole, 

Another device yet, which ſome of them have againſt the faith 
of theſe churches is to throw out, at every opportunity, the ir 
flouts at our confeſſions of taith, and at the men whe abe 
zealous fx orthodoxy : as if they meant to banter chriſtiur? 


out of their religion. By theſe things they deceive unit: th}. 0 
ole An always ileot,they will grow bolder fl!!! al 
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But the ſcripture is the teſt to try all doctrines 
by —To the law and to the teſtimony : I they 
JÞ 225 not according to this word it is becauſe there 
is no light in them . . Yet, you will not think it 
enough that a man ſays—he makes the ſcripture 
his rule; you will judge whether he preaches the 
truth of ſcripture whether he ſpeaks as the ora- 
cles of God“. | 

'Tis your buſineſs to prove the man whom you 
may have your eye upon for apaſtor. You have 
the liberty and privileges of a congregational- 
church, a free ſociety ; and are not to be dictated 
in the choice of a miniſter, by any man, or any 
ſociety of men. I mention hie, to plead from 
it, that it is your duty, as it is alſo your intereſt, 
ro makeproper trial of a candidate—a probationer 
for the ſacred office among you: As you would 
be faithful to Chriſt, and ſettle one of His mini- 
lers among you, you mult do it. Who ſhould. 
do it for you ? Whom can you expect to be fo 
officious as to go out of his ſphere, and of his 
own accord make trial of your probationer? And 
as to 2 council that you may call to ordain the 
man, they will ſcarce have time to do it, as it 
ſhould be done, on the day of ordination. The 
trial is therefore to be made by you. And in it, 
vou ſhould be faithful to the Lord, and conſolt 
the good of your ſelves, of each other, and of 
poſterity. ——[n this trial, attend carefully to his 


3 He who knows the truth, and re— 


cei Us 


That man is to be honored, who appears to have a ſpirit of pi- 


et Himſelf, and to aim at the Promotion Ot it in others, tho? 


His creed differs from eſtabliſhed forms, But in ſome caſes, 
the church needs wauning— to be on their guard... 


doctrines of the goſpel---no eonfeſſions of faith, 


tion, and ſee if it is as becometh the goſpel, ſuch as 


a miniſter out of the pulpit, as well as in it. 


him a ledying, as the apoſtle ſpeaks in the verle - | ; 


port. This reaſon ſpeaks for, and it is required 


—— — — — 2 * 


Gifts of the Lord to his Churches, &c. 23 


 coives it in the love of it, will preach! it of his 


own accord. And no declaration: ef aſſent to the 


is to be accepted of ntl man Whale. FO 
don't witneſs for him 

You are to obſerve, not t only. hy matter, ue 
the manner of his preaching---whether the appa- 
rent aim and tendency of it is, to teach and per- 


ſuade men to live godly in Chriſt Jeſus. whether 


it is a proper means to promote experimental and 


practical religion. The plaineſt preaching that 


ſerves to this end, is better than the fineſt ſpecu- 
lations and reaſonings where this is wanting. 


I ſhall only add, Obſerve the man's converſa- 


miniſters. grace to the hearer” : for you will want 


1 might have gone on to ſay—That 2 people 
who are ſeeking a goſpel- miniſter, ſhould prepare 


of my text.---Make ſuitable proviſion for his ſup- 


of chriſtians in the goſpel. But, conſidering 
your numbers and in conſidering 
your liberal diſtribution to your late paſtor, and 
your generous grant to his widow ', there will 
be no need to point out your duty in this reſpect. 

And now brethren, Wait on the Lord, and be | 
of good courage, continue inſtant in prayer, avoid 
every thing which hinders prayer, neglect nothing 
which the Lord requires as your part and duty, ; 
and be always ready to receive the engrafted 
word, 


* 2 8 1 Col. 4. 6. 
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word, to be doers of it. Then you may hope 
in the Lord, that of his grace, he will accept your 
humiliation and prayer, and in his time give you 
2 paſtor according to his heart, whom he will 
make a rich bleſſing to you and to your children 
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